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Parents accompany their child into OR
Banner Thunderbird uses Parental Presence during Induction
to calm children before surgery
GLENDALE, Ariz. (Feb. 14, 2011) – The hospital can be a very scary place for children, especially if they are facing a surgical procedure. Banner Thunderbird Medical Center in Glendale is working to alleviate some of the anxiety by now allowing parents to stay by their child’s side until the anesthesia takes effect and the child “goes to sleep.”  
According to Joy Daugherty, manager of Banner Thunderbird’s Child Life program, the new process, called Parental Presence during Induction (PPI), focuses on keeping the family together as much as possible in the hospital setting.

“We know that children cope better when family members are with them,” Daugherty said. 
Only parents of children nine months to 12 years of age may participate in PPI. The parent leaves the OR directly after the child goes to sleep.
The anesthesiologist visits the patient and family beforehand to explain to the child what they will see, hear and feel once they are brought into the operating room. This may involve practicing with the anesthesia mask and placing EKG leads. 
Dr. Christopher Hunt, MD, a pediatric anesthesiologist, has found that PPI exerts a strong calming influence on an otherwise stressful time. 
“The literature is clear on the fact that a traumatic anesthetic induction can have a negative impact on the anesthetic management of a case,” Dr. Hunt said. “Our interaction with the Child Life professionals has shown us that PPI is a valuable tool at our disposal.”
In addition to giving parents the option to come into the OR, Banner Thunderbird has a dedicated, child-friendly pre-operative room to help comfort children prior to a surgical procedure. 

Banner Thunderbird Medical Center, part of Banner Health—a nonprofit health system with 23 hospitals throughout the West—is a 513-bed acute-care hospital specializing in pediatric care in the West Valley. Services include the West Valley’s only pediatric intensive care unit, a 24-bed inpatient pediatric unit and a dedicated pediatric emergency room. 
Editor’s Note: Joy Daugherty is available to media to discuss PPI and other Child Life topics by contacting the Banner Thunderbird Public Relations department at 602-865-5779.
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