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Banner Thunderbird 4th among all Metro Phoenix hospitals in U.S. News & World Report ranking

GLENDALE, Ariz. (Apr.5, 2011) – Banner Thunderbird Medical Center in Glendale joins seven other Banner Health hospitals in metro Phoenix  to be recognized as being in the top 12 of the U.S. News & World Report’s first-ever Best Hospitals Metro Area Rankings.

Banner Thunderbird tied with two other hospitals for a fourth place ranking among the top hospitals in the Valley with ten high-performing medical specialties: cancer, diabetes and endocrinology, gastroenterology, gynecology, cardiology and heart surgery, kidney disorders, neurology and neurosurgery, orthopedics, pulmonology and urology.

The new ranking recognizes 622 hospitals in or near major cities with a record of high performance in key medical specialties. There are nearly 5,000 hospitals nationwide.


U.S. News created Best Hospitals more than 20 years ago to identify those facilities that were exceptionally skilled in handling the most difficult cases. The new metro area rankings – this is the first year for these rankings – are relevant to a much wider range of health care consumers.  Patients and their families now have a better chance of finding a U.S. News-ranked hospital in their area and, in the case of Banner Thunderbird, will not have to travel as far to get excellent care at a high-performing hospital.
“This article confirms what the employees and physicians at Banner Thunderbird have known for a long time – that we are one of the best hospitals in the Valley,” said Banner Thunderbird CEO Tom Dickson. “With each passing year we continue to get better, so it’s only a matter of time before we are recognized as one of the top hospitals in the country for excellent patient care.”

Health Rankings editor Avery Comarow said the hospitals selected for recognition in the publication have demonstrated the ability to provide first-rate care for the majority of patients, even those with serious conditions or who need demanding procedures. “The new Best Hospitals Metro Rankings can tell you which hospitals are worth considering for most medical problems if you live in or near a major metro area.”

For the full list of Metro Area Rankings, visit www.usnews.com/hospitals. 
Banner Thunderbird Medical Center, part of Banner Health—a nonprofit health system with 23 hospitals throughout the West—is a 513-bed acute-care hospital featuring a state of the art heart and vascular center, children’s center and dedicated outpatient center. 
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